OH&S Safe Work Practice
[image: image1.png]



Helicopter Travel
Purpose
To provide guidelines for all employees required to travel to worksites via helicopter.  To help ensure the safety of all employees/workers traveling in or working around helicopters.    

General

Helicopters often pick up and drop off passengers while the rotors are still turning.  The pilot’s range of vision is often significantly limited by the helicopter design.  It is therefore very important that persons who travel on or work around helicopters know how to minimize these hazards.  Remember to focus on the task at hand – slow down, relax and pay attention to your surroundings.
Guidelines
All employees will request a surface safety briefing from the helicopter pilot, or flight crew, immediately prior to travel by helicopter.  Should the same helicopter pilot be providing the transportation “to” and “from” the job site, one safety briefing per complete trip is sufficient.  Should the pilot change, another safety briefing is required.  Additional information may be provided by the pilot while in flight. 

Individual briefings may be necessary for a visually or hearing impaired person, a comprehension restricted person, or a person responsible for another person (injured person).  Before take off and landing, all board employees shall be seated and secured.

All employees of the board will only embark and disembark from a helicopter when both skids are on the ground (Approach Method) until they have completed helicopter training course, provided by the board, that includes “hover entry/exit and toe-in procedures” for embarking and disembarking.   
Approach Method 

· Stay clear of the helicopter and within the pilot’s range of vision

· Wait for a signal from the pilot to approach or leave the helicopter

· Walk in a crouched position when approaching or leaving the helicopter as the blade tips may come within 1.5 m (5 ft.) of the ground

· Never approach or leave the helicopter from the rear or go near the tail rotor.

· Never approach or depart uphill from the helicopter.
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NEVER APPROACH A HELICOPTER FROM THE REAR. ALWAYS APPROACH FROM THE FRONT IN A CROUTCHED POSITION. THE SHADED AREA IS A NO GO ZONE.

Additional Precautionary Guidelines:
· When approaching the helicopter, carry tools and equipment horizontally at or below waist level (never upright or over the shoulder).

· When entering the helicopter, be conscious of foot and hand placement.  Keep them close to your body and away from all controls.

· Fasten seatbelt on entering helicopter and leave it done up until the pilot signals to get out.  Check seat belts are closed again after use and are not hanging out of the helicopter 

· Inform the pilot of the nature of all cargo.

· Do not smoke in or around helicopter.

· Do not distract pilot, unless you see something dangerous that you feel the pilot is not aware of. 

· Wear clothing appropriate for the conditions. 

· Use chin straps for hard hats and remove other headgear that might be blown away

· Secure tools and equipment before takeoff.

· Wear radio communication headsets (ensure that they are working prior to take off) when in the helicopter.

· Upon landing, remain seated until the helicopter comes to a complete stop.  

Standard Safety Briefing
The standard safety briefing shall consist of an oral briefing provided by the pilot or flight crew member or by audio or audiovisual means and that shall include the following information, as applicable to the helicopter, equipment, and operation:

(a) prior to take-off (or prior to embarking when rotors are turning):


(i)  how to wait at pad while the helicopter lands or takes off;
     (ii)  embarking and disembarking procedures when rotor is turning;
(iii)  when, where, why and how carry-on baggage is to be carried and stowed;  
(iv) how to open and close doors from inside and out; the fastening, unfastening, tightening and general use of safety belts or safety harnesses;  
(v) the location of normal and emergency exits and how the exits operate;

(vi) the location, purpose of, and advisability of reading the safety features cards;

(vii) the requirement to obey pilot/crew instructions;

(viii) the location of any emergency equipment the passenger may have a need for in an emergency situation such: as the emergency locator transmitter, fire extinguisher, survival equipment (including the means to access if in a locked compartment), first aid kit and life raft;

 (ix) where applicable(in wide body helicopters), the method of exiting in event of a roll-over incident by use of the under seat frame of the transverse cabin seats as a ladder to exit; and

 (x) any special instructions related to emergency evacuation if the helicopter is configured with external fixtures. (e.g. ski racks); and

(b) after take-off, if not included in the pre-take-off briefing:

(i) the advisability of using safety belts or safety harnesses during flight;

(c) in-flight because of turbulence:

(i) when the use of seat belts is required; and

(ii) the requirement to stow carry-on baggage;

(d) prior to disembarking of passengers, the safest direction and most hazard-free route for passenger movement away from the helicopter, and any dangers associated with the helicopter, such as pitot tube locations, tail rotor and main rotor.

Glossary
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Toe In landings are used to drop off or pick up passengers or cargo by resting the helicopter on the toes of the skids. This requires holding a significant amount of hover power (15% of hover power) to keep the helicopter from falling backwards. When the helicopter is operated in this manner, there is the potential of significant lateral and longitudinal centre of gravity shift during loading/offloading operations. When the helicopter is balanced on the forward 1/3 or less of the skid tube, main rotor blade clearance is another significant concern (1/2 of flat surface/flat pitch blade clearance). These landings are normally used where landing on slopes exceed the capability of the helicopter. Identification criteria for toe-in landings are:

1. inability to reduce below hover power by 15%;
2. Forward 1/3 or less of skid tube in contact with surface; or
3. ½ or less of flat pitch/flat surface blade clearance exists.
Hover landings are landing which do not meet the definition of toe-in, single-skid, or step-out landings. These landings are characterized by the necessity to maintain a substantial amount of hover power while the landing gear is in contact with the surface. This is normally due to the nature of the surfaces such as swampy ground, tundra/muskeg, snow, lava rock, etc. 
